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Anka TODOROVA IGNATOVA 
 

DOCUMENTS ABOUT THE GORYANI MOVEMENT IN BULGARIA FROM THE 
FUNDS OF THE CENTRAL MILITARY ARCHIVE OF BULGARIA, VELIKO 

TARNOVO* 
 

The Goryani movement was a form of illegal resistance against the imposing of bolshevism 

in Bulgaria. It appeared in the autumn of 1944 and was manifested in founding unlawful 

organizations and groups all over the country. It was also shown in decentralized armed goryani 

detachments, formed and supported by these illegal organizations. In contrast to the legal form of 

resistance embodied by the opposition political parties that existed until 1947, the illegal one 

continued to the middle of the 50s of the 20th century, when the Geneva Agreement changed the 

international situation and made the Goryani movement pointless to a great extend.  

For decades the broad strata of the Bulgarian society did not known anything or almost 

anything about this prolonged and first in the frames of the so called Eastern Bloc resistance 

movement against the imposing of the communist regime. The reason, the world didn’t learn about 

it was that unlike the German, Czech, Hungarian and Polish governors, the Bulgarian ones did not 

support the fight of their people but stood against it and tried to mislead the society and to suggest 

that the Bulgarians had not opposed the regime.  

The changes that occurred in the social and political life of Bulgaria after 1989 and the 

increased social and scholarly interest towards several themes considered until then as taboos, 

including the one about the goryani, led to the opening of the documents from the Archive of the 

Ministry of the Interior (MI), which made the access to them possible. 201 documents about the 

Goryani movement, concerning the period 1944-1949, were published in volume no.16 of the 

documentary series “The Archives are speaking”1 of the Main Archive Office of the Council of 

Ministers of Republic of Bulgaria. The documents about the next period of time,1950-1956, are to 

be published soon in another volume of the same series. In the last decade several publications, 

dealing with the topic, appeared in the Bulgarian historiography.2 They don’t give a final answer to 

the questions about the core of the Goryani movement (forms of acting, dimension, strength, social 

structure), which presupposes the necessity of a complete and objective research of this 

phenomenon in the Bulgarian social life. 

                                                             
1 Goryanite. Sbornik dokumenti. Tom 1 (1944-1949),  Sofia, 2001, p. 744.  
2 Bilgarskata opoziţiya i organiziranata siprotiva v Bilgariya 1944-1954 g., Sliven, 2000, p 235; Gorceva D. 
Zabravenata siprotiva, în  http://dilmana.web-log.nl/mijn_weblog/verhalen/index.html; Ivanov M., Goryanskoto 
dvijenie v Kjustendilsko i Gornodjumaysko po sidebnite dokumenti ot Arhiva na MVR, Minailo, kniga 1, 1995; Iliev N., 
Nikolay Yordanov, Gudjo i goryanskoto dvijenie v Trinsko i Breznişkiya rayon, Sofia, 2004, p. 144; Horozov K., 
Goryanskoto dvijenie v Rusensko (1949 - 1952), Ruse, 2003, 283 s; Şarlanov D., Gornynite. koi sa te? Iz strogo 
sekrenite arhivi na Direcţiya na Dirjavna sigurnost, Sofia, 1999, p 186; Yanakneva V., Sformiraneto na pirva 
goryanska ceta v Slivenska (1950-1952), nr. 1, Kula, 2001, pp. 86-91;  
http://www.geocities.com/decommunization/Communism/Bulgaria/Goriani.htm 
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The main part of the documents about the Goryani movement is kept in the Archive of the 

Ministry of the Interior - Sofia. Such documents, but relatively few in number, are kept in other 

Bulgarian archives. Documents of the Central Military Archive of Veliko Tarnovo, concerning 

some specific activities of the Goryani movement as well as basic types of documents, containing 

information on the topic, are presented in this article with the purpose of popularizing them. The 

main reason for this is that just a small part of these documents is included in the mentioned 

documentary series, and the rest of them haven’t been brought into scholarly use yet. The 

predominant part of the documents about the Goryani movement is kept in the archive funds of the 

Border and Internal Troops, which have been opened recently. 

The changed international and internal social and political situation at the end of the World 

War II and in the following years as well as the significant importance of the issue about the 

security of the state border required reorganization in the structure and activity of the Border troops, 

that had been subordinated to the Ministry of War. On the 1st Oct. 1946, under the Law of the 

Border troops3 and according to the staff of the peacetime organization of the Border troops, they 

were established as independent forces, part of the structure of MI. In order to improve the state 

border protection and strengthen the internal security of Bulgaria, the Council of Ministers passed 

Decree no.4 from the 6th Dec. 1948, according to which since the 15th Nov. the staff number of the 

border troops had to be increased and special operative units had to be attached to them. At the end 

of 1950 these new units were organized as independent operative forces named “Internal Troops”. 

The command of both the Internal and the Border Troops was located in Sofia. The main 

commander’s staff of the first units of the newly formed troops was recruited from the People’s 

militia. During their existence the Internal Troops suffered several reorganizations. At the end of 

1955, according to a decision of the Bureau of the MI, the Internal and the Border Troops were 

united under the common command of the Army Office of the MI. This situation continued until 

Feb. 1957 when separate offices of the Internal and the Border Troops were established.4 

The appearance of the Internal Troops was not accidental. It happened in a moment when 

the Communist Party and the government undertook a determined offensive in building of socialism 

– the grand plan about which was drafted at the historical 5th Congress of the Party. Since the very 

foundation of these troops, they had been ordered some key assignments – to safeguard important 

party, government, state, industrial and railroad sites and to eliminate armed “enemy” groups, 

acting in the country. In the “Notes” about the 10th anniversary of the foundation of the Internal 

Troops, that have come to us, it is pointed out that “life unambiguously proved their necessity in the 

                                                             
3 DV, br. 232/1946 g. 
4 ŢVA, fond. 2255, inv. 1, dos. 137, ff. 55-56. 
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transitional period from capitalism to communism”.5 They turned into “one of the promising and 

firm bodies of the proletariat dictatorship for crushing the resistance of the overthrown bourgeoisie 

and for securing the peaceful and creative labour of our people on its way to socialism”.6 It was no 

accident that in 1950-1951 the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist 

Party took some decisions concerning the separation of the special units from the Border troops and 

their establishment as independent operative forces, their reinforcement, material equipment and 

organizational consolidation.7 At that time the specialized section XII for “fight against the political 

banditry” (the goryani movement) was created as part of the State Security Department. The aim 

was to provide secure internal order in the country in connection with the increasing resistance of 

the Bulgarian people against the communist power, which was associated with the unpopular 

economic and political measures of the government as well as with the expected coming war 

between the East and the West, the hopes for which were incited by the breaking of the diplomatic 

relations between Bulgaria and the USA in 1950, and by Truman’s statement of the beginning of 

1951 about the readiness of the USA to fight in order to protect Europe and to send troops to the 

Old Continent. Since 1949 the resistance movement in Bulgaria had been supported by the 

Bulgarian political emigration, including through sending armed groups inside the country. At the 

same time the existence and formation of local equipped units continued.  

Following the example of the Soviet Chekists, the detachments and outfits of the Internal 

Troops, in a narrow interaction with the bodies of the State Security, the People’s Militia, the 

Border troops and the groups for People’s Militia assistance, crushed several so called “bandit” 

groups *. Various in type and content documents, dealing with this theme, are kept in the archive 

fund of the Internal Troops Office (f. 2255). Those are reports, orders, plans and descriptions of 

accomplishment of battle operations for eliminating armed formations hostile towards the 

communist power with some schemes applied, orders for rewarding of the distinguished military 

men, as well as orders for punishment of those, who with their actions did not contribute to the 

capturing of the ones who dared to oppose the so called “people’s democratic rule”, etc.  

The operation, conducted from 31st May to 3rd June 1951 was among the most large-scale 

ones. It took place in the Sliven Balkan Range region against a “bandit-wrecking” group, consisting 

of 40-45 men according to some documents, and no less than 60 according to others.8 In his 

monograph “The Goryani. Who are they?” D. Sharlanov, referring to some State Security 

documents, points out that this goryani band expanded to 73 men and was the most numerous one in 

                                                             
5 Ibidem, f. 57. 
6 Ibidem, f. 55. 
7 Ibidem, dos. 27, f. 111. 
* This was the term for noting any enemy armed group, including the goryani bands. 
8 Ibidem, dos. 44, f. 167; dos. 97, f. 543. 
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the history of the goryani movement.9 It is said in documents of the Internal Troops that the band 

was led by “foreign agents, located in Stara Zagora and the foreign intelligence services and the 

internal reaction relied on it”.10 Both, the plan for its elimination11 and the description of the battle 

operation contain the following information about the structure and actions of the band: in March 

1951 the State Security authorities were informed that in the Balkan Range region, eastwards of the 

town of Sliven, a 3-7 member bandit group was hiding. In the next two months other 30-40 hostile 

men joined the group. Those were young people mainly, sons of rich farmers (kulaks) and followers 

of the Agrarian Union leader Nikola Petkov from the villages of Zhelyu Voyvoda, Topolchane, 

Kermen, Blatets, from the town of Sliven and others. The band, called “Georgi Benkovski” (this 

was discovered later in a document, found in one of the goryani), organized hostile agitation among 

the people with the help of its associates and supporters. In the night of the 26th May 1951 a mill 

near the village of Sotirya, Sliven region, was burgled. It was learned from the arrested goryani 

associates that “the band, aiming at propaganda, intended to organize the assassination of leading 

communists, corn-field and sheaves arsons etc.”12 The decision to liquidate the band was announced 

on the 31st May 1951 by the Internal Troops chief personally, who arrived in Sliven for the purpose. 

545 officers, sergeants and soldiers from the Second Regiment outfits of the Internal Troops in the 

towns of Yambol and Burgas took part in the operation as well as 400 officials from the 10 near 

district and county offices of the People’s militia – 945 men of MI altogether.13 We should add to 

them the units of the Sliven garrison of the Ministry of the People’s Defence (the number of the 

military men is not indicated in the available documents). 

The operation course could be followed in details on the basis of various documents: the 

drafts kept in the archive fund, the originals and copies of the description of the so called Sliven 

operation14 with attached schemes of the position of the forces15, an original and a copy of a report 

about the fulfillment of a mission by “The Don” unit in Yambol16, a dispatch of the second-in-

command of the political part of „The Don 1”- Yambol, concerning the killing of the unit 

commander during an exchange of fire.17 The operation result, according to the description, was the 

elimination of the „bandit group as a whole” (32 goryani who were in the area of the operation were 

either caught or killed)*, at the same time the losses of the order forces were three killed (a 

commanding officer and two soldiers) and two wounded. 

                                                             
9 Şarlanova D. Goryanite...., p. 147. 
10 ŢVA, fond. 2255, inv. 1, dos. 137, f. 54. 
11 Idem, dos. 44, ff. 170-174; dos. 97, ff. 547-549. 
12 Idem dos. 97, f. 547. 
13 Ibidem, ff. 554-555. 
14 Idem, dos. 44, f. 175-183; dos. 97, ff. 533-542, 551-565, 566-579. 
15 Idem, dos. 97, ff. 578-579. 
16 Idem, dos. 44, ff. 167-183; dos. 97, ff. 543-546. 
17 Idem, dos. 44, ff. 148-149. 
* It is known from other documents, kept in the Archive of MI, that some, and not few in number, succeeded to escape. 
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The rest of the operation documents include orders of the minister of the Interior, 

announcing an official gratitude to the Internal Troops units staff for their brave behaviour18, 

promoting in rank the perished commanding officer19, and granting funds to the families of the 

perished and wounded.20 There are also papers about the official mission of the Internal Troops 

chief21, an order by the Internal Troops chief for promoting in rank privates for their bravery and 

resourcefulness.22 

Another large-scale operation was led in the Balkan Range near the town of Aytos on the 4th 

July 1953. 80 officers, 104 soldiers, 98 militiamen and 35 civilians from the so called “groups for 

collaboration” took part in it. 11 officers and 75 soldiers of them were from the Internal Troops. 

The rest were from the Border troops, the State Security section, the People’s militia and MI-

Aytos.23 The untied command was led by a major of the Internal Troops. According to the report of 

the commanding officer of the 3/5 operative regiment of the Internal Troops–Burgas, about the 

mission accomplishment to eliminate the group, located in the Aytos Balkan Range24, the band 

consisted of two “traitors of the Motherland”, trained in a wrecking school in England, and who had 

crossed the border from Turkey ten days ago. A member of the group, trying to recruit a peasant 

from the village of Peshtersko, Aytos region, announced that while crossing the border through 

Elhovo district they were many but here, there were only three of them. The third member of the 

group didn’t show up in front of the mentioned peasant, who turned out to be an agent and informed 

the authorities about them. The two “bandits” ran into an ambush and after exchanging fire 

withdrew in the blocked area. During the search one of them was shot, and the other was found 

dead (he had been killed during the blockade). The army victims were as follows: killed – a junior 

sergeant; wounded – a heavily wounded in the head corporal, who died on the way to the hospital; a 

lightly wounded captain and a corporal. Similar information about the organization and the 

accomplishment of the mission is also included in the preserved versions of the description.25 

Schemes of the position of the forces26 and a topographic map of the region with the relevant 

symbols were also attached.27 

Several documents concerning the rewarding of the distinguished in the Aytos operation 

have been found: a proposal and a report about rewarding or penalizing some servants28, lists with 

                                                             
18 Idem, dos. 41, f. 24. 
19 Ibidem, f. 182. 
20 Ibidem, ff. 16, 22. 
21 Ibidem, f. 19. 
22 Idem, dos. 37, f. 9. 
23 Idem, dos. 44, f. 83. 
24 Ibidem, ff. 76-84.  
25 Ibidem, ff. 107-112, 114-120. 
26 Ibidem, f. 73. 
27 Ibidem, f. 74. 
28 Ibidem, ff. 89-93; 58, 61-62. 
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characteristics of those, proposed for rewarding and promotion29, orders of the minister of the 

Interior and the chief of the Internal Troops30, a certified copy of an order of the Council of 

Ministers, concerning the decoration of some military men31 etc. It is clear from the programme and 

the plan-programme32, for bestowing governmental and other prizes on the commanding officers 

and soldiers distinguished in the accomplishment of this mission, that this event happened at a 

particularly organized ceremony on 23rd Sept. 1953 (this was the day celebrated as the Day of the 

Bulgarian People’s Army). 

The third important mission, with the participation of the Internal Troops units in 

cooperation with the State Security bodies, was connected with the arrest of the so called 

“parachute-wrecking group” in the area of the village of Pavel Banya, Kazanlak region, and 

conducted on the 25th and 26th March 1954. According to the description of the mission, written by 

the chief of the operative section of the Internal Troops, the three-member group landed in 

September 1953 in the region northwest of Kazanlak, moved forward and went into hiding in the 

mountainous and woody region to the southeast of Pavel Banya, where they built three dugouts. In 

the beginning of 1954 the wife of one of the members joined the group. The main task of the group 

in the winter period was to build a network of agents and to organize intelligence work, and in the 

spring time to organize armed groups to fight the people’s power. On the 22nd March 1954 the 

minister of the Interior took a decision according to which the operation for capturing and 

eliminating the group had to be led by units of the Second and the Third operative regiments of the 

Internal Troops (1676 military men totally, 108 of whom were officers). All the needed documents 

for the purpose were worked out. The main part of them is kept in the archive fund of the Internal 

Troops Office. During the preparation period from 22nd to 24th March 1954, the units conducted an 

official-tactical training. In order to mislead the enemy, on the day of the operation the 

Headquarters of the Internal Troops Office planned and conducted a tactical preparation training 

westwards of Pavel Banya. Despite the preliminary preparation, many mistakes and oversights were 

made. The results were: one of the saboteurs was caught, the leader of the group was eliminated, 

trophies were taken – a machine gun, three regular pistols, three portative transmitters, and some 

cash; losses – a soldier heavily wounded by a grenade. 

This is the mission referred to in the largest amount of documents, kept in the archive fund 

of the Internal Troops Office. The main part of them (a plan for the operation, a mission order, a 

schedule for the units positioning, orders for intercommunication, a diagram for signal forces and 

means, password charts, a plan and a report about the medical insurance, a report by the 

                                                             
29 Ibidem, ff. 57, 59-60, 68-70. 
30 Idem, dos. 77, ff. 286-288, 289, 290; dos. 75, f. 177. 
31 Ibidem, fila 298. 
32 Idem, dos. 44, ff. 54, 55. 
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commander-in-chief about the conclusions of the conducted mission, schemes, a working map, 

verifications, notes about the mission, reports by the commanding officers of the units who had 

taken part in the operation, a description of the mission etc.) are differentiated in a separate file 

titled: “Tasks and development of “Trankata” mission”.33 The mistakes made during the mission 

were the reason for issuing a special order by the commander-in-chief of the Internal Troops.34 The 

gravest of the “serious weaknesses” that had been made were shown up in the order and some 

concrete tasks were set aiming at their liquidation and at the improving of the official-tactical 

training of the units and staff. For instance, the Operative Section of the Headquarters was required 

until the 30th June 1954 to make a description of the conducted mission, which was to be send to the 

units for officers’ training; the Section had to prepare and organize an analysis of the mission before 

the commanding officers of the regiments and the brigades, while until the 30th June 1954 the units 

commanders had to organize and conduct in the headquarters a training named ”The work of the 

regiment’s headquarters during a blockade and purging of a mountainous and woody region”. The 

materials about the training, conducted from 20th to 25th June 1954, with the units that had taken 

part in the Pavel Banya mission were kept in a separate file.35 They prove that the training was held 

in the same region and that its main aim was not to allow the same mistakes and negligence to be 

repeated. 

In the archive fund of the Internal Troops there are documents about other operative-battle 

actions of units of the Internal Troops, as well as such documents that give evidence about the 

support given by counties’ offices of the MI and border units in purging the inland territory and the 

border area.36 

Some documentary evidences about the usage of the Internal Troops in crushing the 

peasants’ revolts in the villages of Nikolaevo, Bukovlak, and Trastenik, Pleven region, in April 

1951 have also been saved.37 

The generalized data about the participation of the Internal Troops in the elimination of the 

“bandit groups” for the period 1949-1954, is held in an information, given by the chief of the 

Operative Section of the troops, probably in 1955 (the document is not dated).38 It is clear from it 

that the cases of action (secrets, ambushes, blockades, and purging of places or inhabited regions, 

revolts, cooperation with the Border Troops etc.) were 78 in number and that 14 men were killed 

and 51 were captured in them, and that the army losses were as follows: 4 military men killed and 3 

wounded. One is left wit the impression that for 1954 only, the cases of action were 42, 31 of which 

                                                             
33 Idem, dos. 99. 
34 Idem, dos. 62, ff. 154-158. 
35 Idem, dos. 98. 
36 Idem, dos. 17, f. 201; dos. 40, f. 102; dos. 44, ff. 144, 162-163; dos. 56, ff. 8-11; dos. 62, ff. 77, 81, 83, 103, 108 and 
others.  
37 Idem, dos. 40, f. 102; dos. 100, f. 169-171, 173-174. 
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were blockades, purging and a reinforced fatigue duty in fulfilling the Directive C-220 from the 29th 

Aug. 1953, i.e. training conducted to come to know the most probable field for battle-operative 

actions. Data about the Goryani movement as well as the other forms of illegal resistance could be 

found not only in the archive fund of the Internal Troops Office but also in the archive funds of the 

separate independent units of this type of troops. The documents of the Internal Troops that were 

closed in 1961, were initially deposited in the then Central State Archive of the People’s Republic 

of Bulgaria (now its documents are part of the Central State Archive of the Republic of Bulgaria). 

In March 1968 five photographs with attached short biographies of soldiers that had perished in 

1951-1954 during the fight for eliminating the”bandit-wrecking groups” and of commanding 

officers from the Internal Troops were sent into the archive. These documents, according to the 

resolution of the covering letter, were differentiated as a separate archive file and entered in one of 

the inventories of the “Internal Troops” archive fund.39 In the beginning of 1977, in connection with 

the profiling of the archives in the country, the archive documents of the Internal Troops were 

transferred to the Central Military Archive in Veliko Tarnovo. 

The documents concerning the Goryani movement are kept in the archive fund of the Border 

Troops Office (f. 1391), as well as in the archive funds of the border units. Those types of troops , 

besides their main task – to safeguard the state borders, were ordered some extra missions dealing 

with the protection of the social order in the border regions and the areas near them. Some of the 

documents that have been preserved concern cooperative missions and actions with the participation 

of the Internal Troops, district offices of the MI, and the State Security, aiming at the liquidation of 

the existing enemy groups. 

There are some valuable historical sources among the documents40 kept in the archive fund 

of the Border Troops Office concerning the already mentioned mission in the Aytos Mountain in 

the summer of 1953. Those are the announcements, containing the orders of the Border Troops’ 

commander-in-chief, given during the accomplishment of the mission.41 Additional data about the 

appearance of this group in the region and its goals are held in a special announcement of the 

district chief of the People’s Militia in Burgas, the representative of the Border Troops Office, and 

the chief of the Border Detachment. The information is about the elimination of the group, and 

more precisely: on the 28th June 1653 in the region of the village of Sadievo, near Aytos, three 

unfamiliar men appeared, and during their second meeting with a local peasant revealed that “they 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          
38 Idem, dos. 44, ff. 132-133. 
39 Idem, dos. 45. 
40 Idem, fond 1391, inv. 1, dos. 578, ff. 282, 283, 284-185, 299-300. 
41 Idem, ff. 286, 287, 288. 
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were 10-15 men, dissatisfied with the authorities and determined just like guerrillas to fight against 

them, that they were planning to go to Burgas, and to the Turkish border”.42 

Information about the joint action of units of the First border detachment–Kula, the district 

office of the MI, and the State Security against a 10-12 member group that attacked the labour 

detachment and the municipality in the village of Kladorup, Belogradchik region, on the 25th and 

26th March 1951 are held in the report of the head of the detachment to the commanding officer of 

the Border Troops Office.43 There is a scheme of the region with the marked rout of the “band”44, 

attached to the copy of a special announcement no.5 from the 26 March 1951 of the staff chief of 

the Border Troops.45 Several other documents about such interaction between the separate 

structures in the frame of the MI are kept. 

Among the documents of the archive fund there are dispatches by commanding officers of 

border detachments to the Main Office, containing information about hostile individuals arrested by 

the State Security, who are labeled as organizers of illegal groups. For instance, in dispatch no.1–

1097 from the 18th June 1952 by the commandant of the Independent Commandant-ship– 

Chiprovtsi to the commander-in-chief of the Border Troops it was reported about the following 

individuals captured by the bodies of the State Security: on the 2nd Jan. 1952 – 4 individuals from 

the village of Melene, Mihaylovgrad region (now Montana region) “as organizers of an illegal 

group, aiming to carry out terrorist action, to kill leading party members and to flee the country“; on 

the 27th May 1952 – 3 individuals from the villages of Govezhda and Dalgi del, Mihaylovgrad 

region, “as accomplices in the arson of “G. Damyanov” factory, having contacts with bandits, as 

well as for preparing to flee the country”.46 

The reports of the border detachments’ commanding officers about the official-operative 

activities are significantly rich of information. They testify to anti-governmental moods among the 

people, to individuals willing to emigrate, who jointly prepared to flee the country, to the 

foundation of reactionary disposed groups, to the punished and unpunished violations conducted at 

the state border, including those by armed illegal groups, some of which were related to the Goryani 

movement, and others acted in favour of foreign intelligence services. Among the materials, 

connected with the border incidents, there are reports about the circumstances under which the 

violators were caught, reports about search and interrogation, transmission reports, conclusions 

about unpunished violations, schemes for the arrests of the violators, coded letters, phone reports 

etc. 

                                                             
42 Ibidem, f. 290. 
43 Idem, dos. 423, ff. 620-624. 
44 Ibidem, f. 625. 
45 Ibidem, ff. 542-543. 
46 Idem, dos. 515, f. 180. 
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Information about the formation and action of illegal organizations and goryani groups was 

also found in the reports about the interrogation of their members, caught while trying to cross the 

state border illegally. For instance, in the report about the interrogation of an individual, revealed as 

the leader of a terrorist group, there is data about the establishment of two goryani groups in April 

1951 in the region of Pernik, led by Alexander Pashmakliiski and Dragomir Teodosiev.47 A violator 

from the village of Radnevo, Nova Zagora region, confessed his participation and action in the first 

half of 1951 in an illegal organization in Stara Zagoar, related to the goryani movement.48 

Information about the foundation, goals, tasks, actions, and structure of the established in Aug. 

1950 “secret counter-revolutionary organization” in the village of Lipnik, Ruse region, as well as 

about the existing similar organization in Ruse, which actively supported the goryani in the Sliven 

Mountain, was found in three reports of interrogation from the 7th July 1951.49 

Generalized information about the situation near the state border and in the inland territory 

of the country was held in the daily bulletins of MI, which were classified in separate files. 

The documents, kept in the archive funds of the Border and the Internal Troops, testify to 

the creation of a wide network of agents, who helped the security services to disclose a big part of 

the illegal groups and armed formations.  

Data about the political situation in the country, the anti-state actions in the army and 

outside it, the illegal groups and armed formations (their staff, activities, and location) is found in 

the reconnaissance reports or dispatches in the funds of some sections of the Ministry of Defense 

and the General Headquarters.  

The accomplished (even though just in general) overview of the documents about the 

Goryani movement, kept in Central Military Archive (CMA) shows that those documents are 

mainly official-operative, i.e. connected with the preparation, organization and the conduction of 

the missions. They reveal in details the actions of the state armed forces during the elimination of 

the hostile armed formations, as well as the tactics, used by the enemy during blockades, searches 

or chasing, the results and conclusions of the accomplished missions. In the near past this type of 

documents was carefully studied by the leaders of the Internal and the Border Troops, as well as by 

some separate units and by the People’s Military Border School. The purpose was to study them 

and in the future to take the best decisions to avoid similar mistakes. Today these are valuable 

historical sources, successfully explaining the history of the Goryani movement in Bulgaria. 

Working on them, we must have in mind some of their specifics: they show the official authorities’ 

point of view, their authors, in order to show themselves off before their chiefs, were willing to give 

some misleading conclusions and assessments about the operations and missions conducted by 

                                                             
47 Idem, dos. 424, ff. 626-627. 
48 Idem, dos. 422, ff. 19-21. 
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them; the data, given to the Border and the Internal Troops by the State Security authorities, in its 

main part is preliminary (given by agents) and only afterwards clarified during the interrogations of 

the arrested by the investigating authorities and the court; from the available documents of both the 

Internal and the Border Troops, it is not always clear if the arrested ones or the liquidated so called 

“bandit” or “wrecking” groups were related to the Goryani movement. It is necessary to compare 

the information held in them with the one in the archive documents of other institutions, kept 

outside the Central Military Archive. In this sense, a complete and objective history of the Goryani 

movement could be written only after an all-round research of the documents available in the MI 

Archive, the Central State Archive, the Central Military Archive and the other public archives. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          
49 Ibidem, ff. 167-172, 176-177. 


